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Welcome, Captain Pasquale Perrotta!

The Members of the USA ANMI Groups give
their "Welcome" to Captain Perrotta who has
assumed the role of Naval Attaché at the
Italian Embassy in Washington, DC, on Au-
gust 24,2025. Captain Pasquale Perrotta has
replaced Captain Marco Bagni, to whom all
the Members of the USA ANMI Groups offer
their heartfelt thanks and the most fervent
wishes for his next assignment.

We hope to meet soon in person Captain
Perrotta, and we want him to know that we
will be available to make ourselves useful on
any occasion and circumstance, which he
will deem appropriate. We wish Captain
Perrotta the greatest successes in his new
prestigious assignment which, we are sure,
will provide him with great satisfaction.

For the benefit of all members, we taught it
was important to share his curriculum vitae
and biography.

Captain Pasquale Perrotta was born in Na-
ples on April 7t 1969.

He attended the Naval Academy in Livorno
where he graduated in 1992, obtaining a
bachelor’s degree in Maritime and Naval Sciences.

After graduating from the Naval Academy, he attended additional profes-
sional qualification courses at the Air and Naval Forces Training Center
and at the Naval Academy, in 1993 and then in 1997, which allowed him
to obtain the Anti-Submarine & Torpedo specialization.

Between 1993 and 1999, he served on board of ITS Fenice and ITS Sci-
rocco as officer in charge of the anti-submarine warfare component.

In October 1999, he was assigned to the NATO Standing Naval Force in
the Mediterraneum (currently Standing NATO Maritime Group Two -
SNMG?2) as Staff Anti-Submarine Warfare Officer.

He commanded the Minehunter Termoli from 2001 to 2002 and then be-
came the Commander Officer of the 5t Chief Petty Officers Regular
Course at the Italian Navy NCOs School in Taranto (2002-2004).

In 2004 he re-embarked on the Frigate Scirocco as Head of Operations
Department, and in 2005 he became the ship Executive Officer.

On September 15, 2009, he became Commanding Officer of the Frigate
Zeffiro with which he participated in the UNIFIL-MAROPS Operation
(November 2009 - June 2010), in the waters off Lebanon, to assist the
local Navy in merchant traffic control, to prevent illegal entry of war materi-
als and weapons into Lebanon.

From September 2010 to October 2013, he served as the Commanding
Officer of the Patrol Vessels Squadron 1 (two years) and Patrol Vessels
Squadron 2 (one year) in Augusta and was appointed as Evaluation Of-
ficer of the Naval Command School.

On October 18t, 2013, he was assigned to the Bureau of Naval Personnel
(MARIPERS) - 2nd Department (NCOs, Graduates and Troops employ-
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ment). He was at first responsible for the em-
ployment of combat systems Specialists and
Technicians, and then he became Deputy Chief
of the Department.
On October 6t, 2016, he was appointed Com-
manding Officer of ITS San Marco; a position
he held until October 2017, when he was as-
signed to the Patrol and Coastal Defense Forc-
es Command (COMFORPAT), first as Chief of
Staff (October 2017 - December 2018) and
then as Commander (December 2018 — No-
- vember 2021).
From November 25%, 2021, to August 24t
2025, he was the ACOS J1 to JFC Naples.
Captain Perrotta attended various training and
specialization courses, including:
the 210t Session of the Naval Command
School (2001) at the Patrol and Coastal De-
fense Forces Command (COMFORPAT) in
Augusta.
the European Seminar for Young Officers and
the XXVIII Junior Staff Course (2001) at the
Naval War College in Venice.
the 9t Joint Staff Course and the 8t Course for
Legal Adviser in International Humanitarian Law and Law of Military Oper-
ations (2006-2007) at the Joint Staff College in Rome, obtaining, at the
same time, a master's degree in international strategic and military stud-
ies.
Captain Perrotta took part in several naval operations including the Em-
bargo Operation against the Former Republic of Yugoslavia (1993), the
Peacekeeping Operation in Somalia (1994), the Operation for the Albani-
ans Exodus Control (1996-1997), the NATO Operation "Active Endeavor”
for the fight against international terrorism (2005), the United Nations
Operation UNIFIL-MAROPS (2009-2010) and the Italian Operation “Mare
Sicuro” (2020-2021).
Several honors and medals were awarded to Captain Perrotta including:
Knight of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic; Mauritian Medal for
long and meritorious service in the Armed Forces; Silver Medal for Com-
mand Duty (15 years); Medal of Honor for Long Navigation Duty; WEU
Medal for “Former Republic of Yugoslavia” Operation; NATO Medal for
"Sharp Guard" Operation; Commemorative Cross for “Somalia II” Opera-
tion; NATO “Article 5" Medal for “Active Endeavor” Operation; U.N. Medal
for the "UNIFIL" Operation; National Commemorative Cross for peace-
keeping operations (Lebanon); Commemorative Cross for operations to
safeguard free institutions and to maintain public order (“Mare Sicuro”
Operation); National Commemorative Cross for participation in coopera-
tion operations outside the national territory (EUBAM Libya).
Once again welcome Captain Perrotta and best wishes from all of us old

sailors in the US!




Goodbye, Captain Marco Bagni

On September 2, 2025, following the transfer of duties of Naval Attaché to
the Italian Embassy in Washington, DC, between the CV, Bagni, transfer-
or, and the CV Perrotta, acceptor, the representatives of the USA AMNI
Groups held a virtual meeting to thank the C.V. Bagni, for the encourage-

| know that most of us are sailors, but have you ever wondered if sailors'
uniforms, so much alike to each other, have a common origin? What is the
reason?

In this article, with the help of Paolo Giannetti, we will try to discover some
curiosities about the components of the clothing of this characteristic uni-
form. Sailor's uniforms have similar shape charactenshcs in all navies

around the world, traditionally linked
to the use that was made of them in
the sailing navy. Apart from the dif-
ferences in fabric, depending on the = *
season or the weather conditions = . ¥
present, the shapes are still quite | {
similar between the various navies to
signify the intimate bond that exists
even in modern times between all |
those who sail the seas. Traditionally - .

the styles of sailors' outfits were = &
quite similar in all merchant and - e
military navies of the world, due to !
the specific use that required practi-
cality and ease of finding the materi-
als to make them. For example, the = = 4
typical straw hat, often accompanied e 4 \E L
by a ribbon, an accessory that re- =~ Sailors inmaring
mained in vogue for centuries. The 1 aﬂ" ;
change took place between the 1 il

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries with the creation of regular troops on
board ships, which necessitated greater standardization of the uniforms.
There would be a lot to tell but, in this article, we will limit ourselves to
describing those in use in the Italian navy, mentioning, whenever possible,
some curious differences present in other navies.
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ment and support given to the Groups throughout the duration of his as-
signment, and to wish him even greater successes for the continuation of
his career. In attendance was also the new Naval Attaché C.V. Pasquale
Perrotta, who the participants welcomed to the U.S.

The Cap

Commonly called "pizza", due to its typical flattened shape, it is perhaps
the most distinctive accessory of the sailor's uniform, sometimes worn with
This headdress definitively replaced the traditional straw hat in the early
nine hundreds. The round and flat shape was not accidental and was
_ designed to reduce the possibility of
- it flying head-on in windy conditions.
- To reinforce safety, the cap was
(and is) accompanied by a strap
~ under the chin. Its origin could date
. . back to the United States, and it
-« ! was rigorously waterproofed with
i waxes to withstand the elements. A
. black ribbon bearing the name of
the ship to which the sailor belonged
was placed on the cap, a custom
still followed today by many navies.
Initially, there were two versions, a
dark one in winter and a white one
in summer, as for the relative uni-
forms. In 1974 the lItalian Navy re-
pealed the winter black lined cap,
replacing it first with the summer
-~ one (with white canvas lining) and
- then with the one with a white plas-
tic cover.

The Collar (Solino)

In ancient times, sailors on board wore thick, long hair and used to keep
their hair gathered in ponytails and smeared with grease (impeciati).
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The sailor's uniform (Cont.)

Obviously, the grease soiled the backs of the tunics (called Camisacci in
jargon), so they began to wear a handkerchief or a piece of cloth around
their necks which over time became common among all sailors in the
world. Later on, trimmings and distinctive colors were added to the hand-
kerchiefs: thus, the solino was born.

The photo represents various Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers of
the Italian Royal Navy and a Sailor, on the right, wearing the blue solino,
symbol of Italian sailors.

Although it is increasingly difficult to see a sailor in uniform on the street,
his uniform can be observed during the visit on board a ship or to the

[

The uniforirrns of the nil\ky, '
Italian Navy

Shore Commands of the Navy and the Port Authorities. Italian sailors have
two parallel white stripes on their solino that run along the entire edge. The
reason is not clear. One unlikely theory is that they are reminiscent of two
fleets (?) defeated at sea, another is that originally two white bands were
used to distinguish the sailors embarked from the ones destined to a land
facility or Command who had only one; the same rule for the number of
bands applied to the bottom of the sleeves. On the corners of the solino
there are the five-pointed stars, one of the symbols of the Italian Republic,
a distinctive emblem of the military status common to all members of the

Armed Forces. It should be noted that the solini, collars, of the sailors of |

the world are not all the same. For example, the Italian solino is blue while
that of the American sailors is white. The German one is black with three
band, while the one of the English sailors is blue with the three bands to
recall Horatio Nelson's three great victories: Aboukir, Copenhagen, and
Trafalgar.

carried over the shoulder with a string (lanyard). The use of the knife,
which over time had found a different housing in the uniform, was abol-
ished in 1925 but the use of the cord remained as part of the uniform,
rolled up in the proper way to a black handkerchief folded "like a sausage"
on the chest. The origin of the handkerchief derives from what it was used
for, like cleaning cannons, dry sweat or to wrap around ... wounds.

The Coat (Camisaccio)

Above the white bodice, at the top of the ordinary winter and summer uni-
form, sailors wear a long-sleeved V-neck waistcoat, with a drawstring
where the cord and the handkerchief can be tied.

Unlike the winter one, the summer shirt has a fixed collar, “solino,” and has
cuffs on the sleeves. The coat offers the advantage of being quickly re-
moved as it has no buttons or laces to untie. The ranks and categories to
which the sailor belongs, which differentiate his employment on board, are
sewn on the upper left sleeve.

Finally, the famous Bell trousers

Watching old videos, you may have wondered why the sailors' trousers
have legs bell-bottom shaped. The adoption of the typical cut of trousers
with "flared" ends (perhaps some of you remember Corto Maltese) allowed
them to be rolled up without difficulty for washing the deck, normally done
barefooted on board of navy sailing ships. In addition, on the front, a flap
could be easily opened that facilitated the performance of the ... bodily
functions. You know, on a ship everything was more complicated and at
the time of the sailing navy many of the “needs” were done in the bow
dolphin boat and reducing belts and buttons made it easier to undress.
Nowadays the old comfortable trousers with the central flap have been
replaced by the more modern ones equipped with zippers and buttons ...
and the characteristic shape has now been abandoned.

Clear skies, calm seas, and good winds!

In the British navy, the collar is accompanied by a black silk neckerchief (or &

“sweat rag”) under the collar tied on a bow on the chest as a sign of mourn-
ing and remembrance for the death of Grand Admiral Nelson on the deck
of his HMS Victory during the Battle of Trafalgar, shot by a French midship-
man of the ship Redoutable.

The Lanyard

The neckwear is completed by a lanyard, the "cord", a residue of the rope
to which the knife supplied to all sailors was tied. It is mistakenly called by
some "mourning of Nazario Sauro" as the legend was born that it was worn
as a tribute to the martyr of the First World War, hanged by the Austro-
Hungarians in 1916.

Truth is, its origin is much older as the sailors aboard the sailing boats
always kept a knife at hand to cut sails, shrouds and various ropes; To
avoid losing it and keep their hands free, they kept it secured to their belt or

Source: an article by Paolo Giannetti, 27/9/2018
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Training ship Orsa Maggiore visits New York

On August 20, 2025, the cy in the crew and the Midshipmen of the Naval Academy of the Hurakan
Training Ship Orsa Mag- course. In particular, the ship was visited by the Consul General of Italy in
giore , commanded by CV New York, by the President of.the ANMI Amerigo Vespgcci Qroup of NY,
Gi Perrini. visited Mr. Rocco Munna, representatives of the Arms Associations in the United

useppe .emm, VISted  gtates, and representatives of other Italian institutions abroad. The Mid-
New York City, one of the

scheduled stops in North
America during its 2025
training campaign.

The Orsa Maggiore
serves as a platform for
the education, develop-
ment and professional
growth of the young offic-
ers of the Naval Academy
of Livorno, testimony to
the commitment of the Italian Navy to preserve maritime traditions in its
purest forms, such as sailing. The stop in Manhattan was full of meetings &
that strengthened the understanding of the importance of Naval Diploma- §

shipmen also exchanged visits with representatives of the U.S. Coast
Guard at the New Haven base, taking the opportunity to strengthen inter-
national cooperation and team spirit.

The Orsa Maggiore departed on August 25, 2025, to continue its cam-
paign in North America, which includes, among others, stops in Boston
from the 25t to the 30t of September and in Philadelphia from the 9t to
the 17t of October. The stop in Philadelphia will coincide with the celebra-
tions of the 250t birthday of the American Navy and with the gathering of
our AMNI Groups in the US programmed for October 11.

Tentative outline for the gathering of the USA Groups

Date : 11 October 2025
Location: Chapel of the Four Chaplains, Philadelphia Naval Base.

Time and chronology of events:
11:00 Arrival of members and guests outside the Chapel / Welcome / Greetings
11:15 Ceremonies start:
- Wreath laying at the Monument to those fallen at Sea

- Unveiling of a plaque dedicated to Amm. Piccioni

11:30 Blessing inside the Chapel by Chaplain Bill Kaemer

11:45 Toast and end of ceremony

12:00 Transfer to the residence of Philadelphia Group Vice President Angelo Tartaglini

12:15 Lunch

13:30 Highlights of the Regolamento ANMI 2023 (Change 6) and Bollettini (*)

14:30 Conclusions and proposals

15:00 Remote connection via Zoom with other Members (¥)

To be defined Possible visit on board the Orsa Maggiore (Modalities and times to be agreed with the Ship's Commander)
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